CHAPTER EIGHT  -  1896—1897






February 8, 2011
A Whole lotta shakin’ goin’ on; ending 1895 was an earthquake which occurred in the early morning hours of November 1, 1895, but no damage was done to any of the Home’s buildings, although many minor accidents were reported from around Indiana and other central States.  I’ll betcha there were plenty of apprehensions among the Home Kids, though….  

1896 began with the notable resignation of Major H. H. Woods, Financial Officer, and his wife, Elizabeth W. Woods, Matron.  The couple had capably and efficiently served our Home for five years.  They were presented a china dinner set bought with contributions from the employees and officers, who held Major and Mrs. Woods in great esteem.   Captain Charles O. Nixon, of Rushville, IN was chosen as Major Woods’ successor, while Mrs. Woods was replaced by Mrs. Nina G. Graham, wife of the Superintendent.  Weren’t the Woods lucky not to have been presented with the china set during the earthquake?  

In December 1895, the Institution Farmer, Mr. James Smiley, had been found to have contracted diphtheria, and he died on December 11, 1895.  However, 1896 was spared the trauma of an epidemic of diphtheria due to the fact that Mr. Smiley’s home was well removed from the Home grounds, and no cases were contracted in the Home.    Two months into the new year, however, Goldie and Carrie Burton contracted the disease, but immediate isolation and quarantine avoided additional cases of diphtheria.  

Sadly, Death would not be denied.  It claimed Rettie Fair, age 13, of consumption; Della Fellers, age 6, of membrauous croup; Julius Allen, age 13, of consumption; Marina Keemer, age 17, of consumption; Zema McAlister, age 5, of tuberculosis; and Blaine Keemer, age 11, of consumption.  Another sad occurrence was the death of Miss Mary W. Hitt, second grade teacher.   This was indeed a sad year at our Home. 
1897 started with great excitement as, at half past ten o’clock on February 9, fire was discovered in the main kitchen.  The alarm had been given by employees in the W. R. C. Hall.  The fire brigade quickly responded and checked the progress of the flames.   The flames, however, were soon discovered to have invaded the second floor.   With much difficulty a hole was torn in the roof, through which the rafters were accessible.  A stream of water was directed through the door leading from the small storeroom above the kitchen, and within an hour, the fire was completely suppressed.  A very hot beginning to the new year.

May, 1897 brought a more pleasant matter-discussion of replacing the badly rotted board fence along the pike with new iron fences.  Sounds good, doesn’t it?  The plan was foiled because it was discovered that an appropriation of $1,000 made by the Legislature in 1895 was no longer available due to expiration of a time limit which had been placed on the appropriation.  Just another Guv’mint SNAFU.     
Drilling for new gas wells was met with mixed success, and during a sudden drop of temperature, it was necessary to burn wood under the boilers for several days.  Happily, February brought success on the Lafe Sisson and Huston farms, and things were back to normal.  
The year ended a successful run for the Home Band, which made many visits around the area.  On the occasion of the trip to Richmond to attend the State Encampment G. A. R., fourteen girls accompanied the Band and furnished entertainment for the old soldiers at several campfires.  That’s what is says, kids; I don’t make up this stuff.     

 Until Next Time
Pat Smith Towne ‘54
