CHAPTER SEVEN  – 1894-1895






January, 2011
Brrrr!    The holidays were over, and winter had set in with a vengeance.  Just in time, the Power House acquired a new and larger dynamo.  Heat radiated and electric light lines were extended to the new buildings.   Alas, the old engine was not strong enough to carry the load.  Super Heroes in the form The Trustees wisely plunked down $650.00 for 100 more “horses” and saved the day.  The bigger engine required an addition to the north side of the Boiler House, and by the end of December all was cozy and warm with the campus buildings all ablaze with electricity.
In April the Laundry saw its wooden floor replaced by a cement one, and the old machine shop dynamo engine found itself warming the Laundry’s new floor.  Recycling apparently isn’t such a new concept, after all, folks.  Well, wouldn’t you know it-the Main Building kitchen got jealous and insisted upon not only a new porch roof but also a cement floor AND a new range to keep company with the steam cookers.  Jealousy ran rampant as the Greenhouse demanded to be spruced up with necessary repairs and a fancy enlargement.  

Resentment seethed until in October, the gas wells obviously wanting their own share of attention, decreased their flow to the point where they could not handle the back-pressure of the mains.  THAT made ‘em sit up and take notice, by crackie!  The Trustees hove to and shelled out to make things right in the gas wells.  Faithful old Gas Well No. 9, however, was found to be useless and was sold for $100.00 to Mr. Wm. Hall, on whose property sat the tired old well.   Old No. 9 was retired to the pasture.  Sorry-no Social Security checks followed.  Inevitably, younger, stronger wells replaced Old No. 9 as John Snow drilled No. 11 in December 1893 on the John Lord farm.  Young No. 11 was followed in October 1894 by No. 12-drilled by Ed Adkins east of Five Points.
April, 1894 brought a new band instructor who cast his own brand of musical “electricity” not only to our campus but eventually to the entire United States of America.  To learn more about this remarkable man look for his profile in the ISSCH Alumni Association Museum on campus in Knightstown, IN.  You can also learn about him by “Googling” J. B. Vandaworker, Indiana Band Director.

Sadly, 1894 also brought sickness to our Home.  November was spent battling the dreaded diphtheria.   Forty-two cases visited the us but, through the tireless efforts of Dr. Holloway and the nurses, only three deaths resulted; December 12, Gilbert Gustin, age 8; December 16, Grace Conlin, age 4; and on March 20, Nelson Ogan, age 13.  One other death occurred that terrible season.  Lettie Pollitt, age 14, died on consumption on March 4, 1895.  By God’s grace, the 20th Century brought great hope for the eradication of these painful afflictions which visited our campus and so many other families.      

Until Next Time,

Pat Smith Towne

Class of 1954    
